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re-acts on those who give way to it, thus bringing its own
punishment. Gluttony is but daintiness pushed to excess.
Envy is a low passion which is never acknowledged. Sloth
finds its penalty in ennui. But incontinence is a thing apart,
a pure heart cannot tolerate it, and I declare open war on
it. I know that at Rome much indulgence is shown to this
crime, and that every cardinal has his mistress, but at Rome
concessions are made to the climate which I have no need to
make here, where the bottle and the pipe are the principal
pleasures. As soon as I know that a woman is unfaithful to
her husband I shall shut her up, whether the husband likes
it or not. He should have looked after her better.5
Such was the reasoning of Maria Theresa, and in spite
of the high morality which inspired it, it led to many abuses.
If a girl wished to pass unmolested while walking in the
street by herself, she must keep her eyes bent down, and
carry her rosary in her hand. Then she might possibly be
going to church, so that if a commissioner should be so fool-
ish as to arrest her,- in that case the commissioner would
have been hanged!
The Emperor Francis was handsome, and exceedingly
deferential to his wife. The empress, who always called him
'Master/ pretended not to observe his gallantries. She did
not want any one to know that her husband was unfaithful
to her. Her daughters, with the exception of the eldest, were
beautiful j of her sons, I only knew the Crown Prince, and
I thought he looked strangely sad.
The Abbe Grosse-tete asked me once what I read in the
face of this prince, and I replied, 'Arrogance and suicide/
I was not far wrong, for Joseph the Second did kill him-
self, though by accident, and it was his vanity and self-
sufficiency which prevented him from realising what he was
doing.
My stay in Vienna was unmarked by any exciting inci-
dent, and I left the city without regret. A desire to see my
country and my old friends had taken hold of me. Four
days after leaving Vienna I arrived at Trieste, where I